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SCFA to Host the 5th Conference on ASEAN-China
People-To- People Frlendshlp Orgamsatlons in 2010
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ingapore will be the host country for the 5th Conference on
ASEAN-China People-To-People Friendship Organisations in
2010, as declared on July 17, 2009 during the recently concluded
4th Conference held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. The 5th Conference
in 2010 — venue to be confirmed at a later date — will run for three
days during the final week of July 2010.
Based on the Declaration of ASEAN-China People-to-People
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Dr Phua Kok Khoo (third from the left), president of SCFA, initiated planning discussions with Madam Gu Xiulian
(fourth from the left), president of China-ASEAN Association.
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Friendship and Cooperation, the Conference will be held annually
by a willing association on a rotation basis according to the
alphabetical order of the country’s name. With Myanmar and the
Philippines making their stance known to all that their countries
would not be able to host the Conference next year, the baton is
now passed to Singapore as the organiser for the 5th Conference
in 2010. This, being Singapore’s turn to host our neighbourly nine
ASEAN countries and China, will mark an important milestone for
the Singapore China Friendship Association.

To create greater impact and ensure active engagement for the
ASEAN and Chinese delegates, the 5th Conference in 2010 promises
to provide more interaction opportunities and platforms for the
exchange of ideas. Four forums covering aging, tertiary education,
education in mathematics and science, and Confucianism — the
perennial favourite topics of this era — are in the pipeline for the
5th Conference next year. It is anticipated that the Conference will
attract the attendance and participation from academics. In an
official trip to Beijing in mid-August, Dr Phua Kok Khoo, president
of SCFA, had initiated dialogues and discussions with Madam Gu
Xiulian, president of China-ASEAN Association, on the planning of
the 5th Conference.
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SCFA Hosts the Acclaimed “Xinjiang Song and Dance Ensemble” in November
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Come November 16,
Singapore will have a chance
to experience the true culture
of Xinjiang. SCFA is proud to
be the hosting organiser of
the Xinjiang Song and Dance
| Ensemble — an outstanding
! performing arts group that
showcases the cultural
splendour and richness of
all ethnic groups in Xinjiang
region. Established in 1949,
the Ensemble is the confluence

of talent of all Xinjiang ethnic groups such as the Uighur, Han, Kazak, Hui, Mongolia,

Kirgiz, Uzbek, Xibe, Manchu and Russia, bringing with them immense diversity of

cultural event.

dances, songs and music performances. The Ensemble, like the sparkling jewels of
China’s art form, has won recognition and awards worldwide.

This cultural performance is sponsored and supported by Mr Alan Chan, SCFA
vice-president. All proceeds from the sales of tickets will be donated to assist the
Xinjiang minority groups bursary. Our honorary president, Mr Sia Yong, will also
host a dinner for all the performers and production crew of the Ensemble on Nov
17 at 6pm at Tanglin Club. All SCFA members are encouraged to support this unique

When : November 16, 2009 ¢ 7pm
Where : Singapore Conference Hall
Tickets : VIP ticket @ $100 each ¢ Ordinary ticket @ $20 each

R &rhie A R F1E 5E 360 E EE K
Hethh ( HlLKPEE —EX)IPEER)

SCFA Co-Organises “Passion for the Divine Land” Exhibition
In Celebration of the 60th Anniversary of the Founding of the PRC
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In celebration of the 60th Anniversary of the founding of the People’s Republic
of China, SCFA co-organised an art exhibition with the Cultural
Section of the Embassy of the People’s Republic of China (PRC),
and the Singapore Arts Federation, featuring the works of

China’s eminent ink painting artist — Mr Wang Dachuan.

Aptly entitled “Passion for the Divine Land”, the six-day art
exhibition — held at the Black Earth Art Museum located at
the Peranakan enclave of Joo Chiat Road — was officiated by Dr
Phua Kok Khoo, president of SCFA, Dr Ho Kah Leong, president
of Singapore Arts Federation, and Dr Zhu Qi, Cultural Counsellor
of Embassy of the PRC in Singapore on October 1, 2009, coinciding
with the National Day of PRC. With over 60 ink paintings exhibited
at the gallery, visitors were, figuratively, transported to the grandiose
beauty of Chinese landscapes of mountains and rivers. One of the
exhibition highlights was the seven masterpieces by the revered father of

the artist, Professor Wang Bomin, who is also a fine art historian in China.
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Visit by China Embassy’s Consul-General, Counsellor Gong Chunsen
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Counsellor Gong Chunsen, Consul-General of the China Embassy, together with Mr Zhao Yong-
guo, First Secretary, Mr Sun Yinglai, Second Secretary, and Mr Chang Haitao, visited SCFA on
September 16, 2009 at 3pm. They were received at the World Scientific office by Dr Phua Kok
Khoo, president of SCFA, and 12 representatives from SCFA, and given an introduction of SCFA
and our activities. There was also an active and open discussion of topics like new immigrants,
education and aging in Singapore.
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SCFA President Invited to Attend the
4th China-Singapore Forum in Beijing
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Dr Phua Kok Khoo, president of SCFA, has been invited
by the East Asian Institute (EAI), National University of
Singapore (NUS) to attend the China-Singapore Forum
from Nov 2 to Nov 3, 2009 held in Beijing. The forum
is jointly organised by the EAl and the Chinese People’s
Institute of Foreign Affairs (CPIFA). Dr Phua, who is also
director of the Institute of Advanced Studies (IAS) at
Nanyang Technological University (NTU), will join the
Singapore delegation of prominent academics consisting
of Professor Tommy Koh, chairman of Institute of Policy
Studies (IPS); Professor Zheng Yongnian, director of
EAIl;, Professor John Wong, research director of EAI;
Professor Simon Tay, chairman of Singapore Institute of
International Affairs, and scholars from other think-tanks.
In this forum highly regarded by the governments of both
sides, the academics and researchers will exchange ideas
and insights on diplomatic, sociological and economic
fronts in four separate sessions namely, China-Singapore
Relations: First 20 Years and Beyond; Social Harmony:
China and Singapore; Co-operation Between China and
Singapore, and China and ASEAN in the Post-Global
Financial Crisis; Building the East Asian Community;
Which Way Ahead.



