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The Period under review marked the fi rst year into the second 
decade of the existence of our association. During the fi rst ten 
years our operationat objectives placed more emphasis on 
networking with our counter-parts in China through both the 
broadening as well as deepeniing exchanges in a very diverse 
fi eld. So much so we tended to neglect the strengthening of the 
internal structure of our association. 

For a good number of years, we have had on our programme plans 
to start a website on our association and, to publish a newsletter 
for the benefi t of our members, friends and supporters. Today, I am 
most gratifi ed to be able to report to you that both projects have 
been brought to fruition. We owed this success to two members 
of our association, namely Mr Koh Thong Dzeh, who doggedly 
carried the arduous task of editorial production of both, and Prof. 
K K Phua, our Vice President, who generously provided production  
backup as well as fi nance. Here, may I have your permission to 
propose a vote of thanks to both gentlemen.

Some of you may still remember the 7 point plan I put forward in 
my 2002 report to guide our association into the second decade. 

President’s Report 2005
They are:

1) Sharpening of focus
2) Widening of scope
3) Strengthening of structure
4) Heightening of visibility
5) Deepening of sense of affi  nity among members
6) Infusing new blood and
7) Preparing the process of renewal. 

In this regard, with a bit of optimism, the future tasks that lies ahead 
of us would be to address seriously points no.6 and no.7. The only 
caveat is that we need to sustain all that we have achieved in the 
past, especially nos.3, 4 and 5. 

Last year, we received fi ve invitations to visit diff erent parts of 
China in diff erent months on diff erent occasions. These occasions 
understandably imposed limitation to the size of our delegation. 
As a result, we numbered only from 2 to 5. We covered Beijing 
twice, Hangzhou, Chengdu and Weihai, but not in that order.

The fi rst trip to Beijing took place in May to join the 50th anniversary 
celebration of CPAFFC. It was on that occasion I was conferred the 
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title of Friendship Ambassador.From there, we continued our 
journey to Chengdu to take part on the “West China Expo”, In early 
September, we took part in the 7th Arts. Festival in Hangzhou, an 
extremely well staged “Extravaganza”. Thereafter, our group went 
on to cover other parts of Zhejiang province, Jiangxi province 
and Fujian province. In Jiangxi, we visited Jinggangshan, the 
famcus cradle of the Mao Revolution. Late September, we went 
to Beijing to take part in the PRC’s 55th National Day Celebration 
organized by the Beijing Friendship Association. Foreign guests 
invited numbered more than 40 from 13 countries, an extremely 
friendly gathering. This was to follow by a visit to Weihai, Shantung 
province to take part in the North East Asia Forum, a major political 
gathering with profound strategic signifi cance. I was invited as a 
special guest in my capacity as Advisor to the Weihai Municipal 
government. Our Hon. Treasurer, Mr Alan Chan was very kind to 
go out of his way by fl ying to Weihai just to keep me company. 
Otherwise, I would be playing solitaire all by myself. A special 
thanks to Mr Chan. 

Others Who took part in these visits included M/s Oh Bin Cheng, T 
F Chung, Goh Boon Kok, Chwee Meng Chong and Chua Teck Meng. 
Taking all these Into account, we have fi nally fulfi lled our ambition 
of visiting all the 22 provinces, 5 autonomous regions of minority 
tribes and the 4 major cities, after 11 years. For the current year, we 
are reviving the aborted (because of SARS) grand tour of China, by 
organizing 6/7 groups to cover all the 31  adminIstrative centers 
of PRC. The fi rst group is scheduled to depart in June. Members 
will be welcomed to join anyone of them. These tours will be our 
offi  cial visits calling on the 31 counterparts to exchange views on 
future co-operation. They will carry a letter of invitation from our 
association to pay return visits to Singapore. If we are successful, 
we shall be preparing for the reception of 31 delegations from 
diff erent parts of China in the foreseeable future. 

From March 2004 to February 2005, we have received a total of 
30 visiting groups from China numbering more than 150, They 
came from Inner Mongolia, Xinjiang, Ganxu(2), Zhejiang(4), 
Heilungjiang, Jiangxi provinces, and the municipalities of 
Dungying, Qingdao and Weihai (2) of Shandong, Changsa of 
Hunan, Shangyu of Zhejiang, Haikou of Hainan, Taiyuan of Shanxi, 
Fuzhou of Fujian. In addition, there were 3 groups from CPAFFC, 
Beijing, two groups from Shanghai, one of which was from 
Shanghai Friendship Association, the other was a delegation of 
5 professors from Jiaotung University. They were here to study 
renewable energy (windpower). 

Of these visiting groups, at least a dozen of them were involved 
in trade promotion. Interestingly, our association was invited by 
half of them to be among the co-sponsors of their roadshows. 
This was done with little or no fi nancial commitment on the part 
of our association. One thing is sure, it helps to raise the level of 
visibility for SSFA in the eyes of the general public. I do expect 
our involvement in this fi eld of activities will be on the increase 
in the years to come.

In August last year, our association staged a Chinese scroll painting 
art exhibition to raise fund for Thong Chai Medica[ Institute. 
The charity exhibition was held at Nanyang Academy of Fine 
Arts (NAFA), and was offi  ciated by Dr Ho Kah Leong, the renown 
Singapore painter and artist. We were able to raise a total sum of 
S$72,000.00 including a special donation of S$50,000.00, from Lee 
Foundation. A big thank you to Dr Lee Seng Gee, the foundation’s 
Chairman. 

This event carries a very special signifi cance. I can safely say, 
that it is the fi rst time we have Chinese artists holding exhibition 
in Singapore and donate the entire sales proceeds, (gross) to 
our Singapore charity. It is especially, praiseworthy that the 
artists themselves absorbed all the cost and expense (including 
International traveling and board and Iodging) by themselves. 
Our association, together with the Singapore Federation of 
Clan Associations, Hokkien Clan Association, Changzhou Clan 
Association, Fuzhou Clan Association and Chao-An Association 
absorbed the. exhibition costs which include rental paid to NAFA. 
These Clan Associations were involved because the painting were 
all done by artists from Fujian province. 

This is indeed “People to People Friendship” in its truest form. 

In 2005, through the good offi  ce of Mr Chng Jit Koon, our Honorary 
Advisor, we consented to co-sponsor the 12th “Spring ,in the 
City” at Raffl  es City Shopping Centre. It is an ethnic festival held 
in conjuction with our Chinese New Year celebration. Its main 
organiser, Golden Travel Services Pte Ltd , have been staging this 
show for the past 12 years successfully together with Raffl  es City 
Shopping Centre. Our involvement as one of the main sponsors 
does help to highlIght the Importance df the people to people 
cultural exchanges between Singapore & China. The event 
lasted from 14/1/05 to 23/2/05, a six weeks period. The organiser 
invited three groups of performing artists from the provinces of 
Shandong, Zhejiang, Shaanxi & Fujian, staging dances, singings, 
acrobatics & exhibition of handicrafts skills. The opening ceremony 
was jointly offi  ciated by the honorable Minister for Information, 
Communications & The Arts, Dr Lee Boon Yang, and H.E. Mr Zhang 
Yun , PRC Ambassador. 

The highlight of the series was the dance poem of “The Sister 
Drum” an  exquisitely choreographed ballet performance by the 
famous Hangzhou Song & Dance Troupe at the Victoria Theatre. 
The sum raised in the evening came to $$12,O00/- in favour of 
Chung Hwa Clinic. Another charity well done. 

It has been agreed that our association will co-sponsor the “13th 
Spring in the City” in 2006. 

The year 2005 witnessed major change of guard at the PRC 
Embassy. They included H.E. Mr Zhang Jiu Huan, Minister 
Counsellor Mr Luo Zhao Hui, Counsellor & Consul General Ms 
Huang Xiao Jian, Director of Research Dr Jian Yi Li etc. Farewell 
lunches/dinners were organised & they were all well attended. 
Almost a hundred people turned up to say goodbye to H.E. Mr 
Zhang & his wife. 

Then there were also the welcoming parties for the new arrivals. 
The attendence at the lunch for H .E. Mr Zhang Yun & his wife was 
more than 80.  

H. E, Zhang Jiu Huan is currently PRC Ambassador to Thailand, H. 
E. Zhang Yun was Director, Asia Dept. M.O.F. in Beijing, before his 
posting to Singapore. The New Minister Counsellor Mr. Huang 
Yung is no stranger to Singapore as this Is his second posting 
to the Republic. The other new Minister Counsellor (for trade & 
economy) is Mr. Li Zhi Qun, the new Consul General is Ms. Wu 
Dong Mei. We look forward to a close & pleasant working relation 
with the new team. 

In closing, we expect a busier year & a good harvest from our future 
endeavours, with support from all of you. Thank you.

� “President’s Report 2005” continued from Page 5
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Receptions:

 5/12/04 Lunch & dinner for Ms. Chu Doa & 2 others from Chinese 
Peoples’ Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries, 
Beijing.

 6/12/04 diff o
 7/12/04 Dinner with Mr. Xu Wei, Head of administration, PRC 

Embassy,  & 2 others.
 13/12/04 Welcome dinner for Mr. Li Zhigun, Minister Counsellor, PRC 

Embassy.
 14/12/04 Attended opening ceremony of 12th “Spring in the City, 

2005” at Raffles City Shopping Centre, an event jointly 
organized by our Association together with Golden Travel 
Service Pte. Ltd & Raffles City. It was officiated by Dr. 
Lee Boon Yang, the Honorable Minister for information, 
Communication & the Arts.

 16/1/05 Lunch with a delegation of 4 from Shanghai Jiaotung 
University & led by Prof. Zhu Xiang Yang.

 17/1/05 Received a delegation of 3 from Shanghai City, Zhejiang 
Province, led by Deputy Mayor Mr. Ma Han-er.

 29/1/05 Attended a Ballet performance at the Victoria Theatre 
Staged by the famous Zhejiang Dancing Troupe. This was 
a fund raising project in favour of Chung Hwa Clinic. HE Mr. 
Zhang Yun, PRC Ambassador, was the Guest of Honour of the 
evening. The performance was excellent & well attended. 
A total sum of $12,000 was raised.

 11/2/05 Farewell lunch for Ms. Huang Xiaojian. Counsellor & Consul 
General of PRC Embassy. She was to be transferred to Los 
Angeles, U.S.A.

 17/2/05 Attended a lunar new year reception hosted by Bank of 
China.

 18/2/05 Attended a lunar new year dinner hosted by Cosco Corp 
Ltd, Currently President of the China Enterprise Association, 
Singapore.

Activities:

 4/3/05 Dinner for Mdm. Chen Bao-Liu, former PRC Ambassador to 
S’pore, she was on a private visit.

 19/3/05 Welcome dinner for Mr. Huang Yung, the new Minister 
Counsellor of PRC Embassy.

 22/3/05 Dinner function hosted by Cosco’s Mr. Ji Hae Seng, consent 
president of China Enterprise (S’pore) Association.

 11/4/05 Hosted a lunch function for a delegation of 16 from 
Huangshan city, the famous Mountain resort of China, led 
by Major Li Hong Ming.

 8/5/05 Lunch reception for a delegation of 9 from Shangyu City, 
Zhejiang Province, led by Mayor Xu Wen Guang.

 4/6/05 

Lunch for Prof. He Zhan Hao of Shanghai Conservatory of 
Music, who is the famous composer of the Chinese Opera 
“Liang-Zhu”, & the famous Chinese folk music conductor 
Prof. Piao Dung-Sen from Beijing.

 20/6/05 Dinner function for a delegation of 8 Chinese Physicians 
from the Chinese overseas Exchange Association, Beijing, 
hosted by Mr. Oh Kim Cheng, Chairman of Tung Chai Medical 
institute, Singapore.

 25/6/05 Lunch for a delegation of 4 from Liaoyang city led by it mayor 
Mr. Tang Zhi Guo.

 29/6/05 Lunch with Mr. Huang Yung, Minister Counsellor of PRC 
Embassy.

 30/6/05 Attended a Trade Symposium of Jilin Province, Chaired by 
its Governor Dr. Wang Min.

 4/7/05 Lunch for a delegation of 4 from Yang Zhou City, led by 
deputy mayor Mr. Chen Weiging.

 15/7/05 Lunch for a delegation of 4 from Kunming City led by 
assistant Mayor Mr. Zhao Deguang.

 16/7/05 Lunch for Mr. C.K. Ng, President Ottawa Chapter of the 
Canada — China Friendship Society.

  Dinner for a delegation of 4 from Zhao An Country.

 22/7/05 Cosponsored a student exchange program at Chinese High 
School involving 500 students from various parts of China, in 
conjunction with the 600 anniversary celebration of Admiral 
Zheng He expedition.

 28/7/05 Lunch for a delegation of 6 from Qinhuangdao City, led by 
Mr. Zheng Yunming, party organization secretary.

 8/8/05 Dinner for a delegation of 4 from Harbin City, led by the vice 
Chairman of the Peoples’ Congress, Mr. Xue En Hua.

 11/8/05 Dinner for a delegation of 4 from Weihai City, led by vice 
Mayor Mr. Ma Shi He.

 12/8/05 Attended a trade symposium organized by Jiujiang City, 
Jianqxi Province, at the Carlton Hotel.

 28/8/05 Dinner reception for a delegation of 12 from Kunming City, 
led by it party secretary, Mr. Yang Chong-Yong.

 3/9/05 Lunch & dinner reception for a delegation of 6 from Weihai 
City, led by Mr. Yu Lan Mu, Chairman of the Chinese People 
Political Consultative Council.
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