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Minutes of 16th Annual General Meeting of SCFA

Date:  26 February 2010

Time: 5.00 pm

Venue: The Pines, Ballroom III

Chairman: Phua Kok Khoo

Present:

Alila Amyma Av, Ameerali Rajabali Jumabhoy, Chan Hean Leng Benson, Chang Ronald, Chio Hock Lai Paul, Chua Teck Ming, Chuang Shaw Peng, Dong Xu, Fong Chi Chung, Goh Boon Kok, Koh Sok Kheng, Lee Chong Hai, Lee Sze Shyan, Loh Ee Ming, Loh Weng Kee, Ng Swan Meen, Ng Wei Cheun Benjamin, Ng Yan Huay, Oh Bin Cheng, Ong Chu Meng, Phua Kok Khoo, Phua Kok Tee, Rohan Kamis, Tan Lee Huak, Tan Swee Lin Lyn

Teong Eng Siong, Tok Ching Kwe, Ung Gim Sei, Zhang Mary, Yang Huilan (Ascend Radiance Travel Pte Ltd (), Chan Hong Joo Alan (Petroships Investment Pte Ltd), Wang Shouzhi (Singa China Travel Service P/L)

In Attendance:

Chen Yihan, Oh Bee Choo, Peng Lei, Seow Chin Foong (English minutes), Zhang Huiwen (Chinese minutes) 

The chairman announced the start of the meeting after it had been confirmed that more than one-tenth of the voting membership was present.

1.
Confirmation of Minutes of the 15th AGM in 2008

· Dr KK Phua invited members to raise any questions or to amend the minutes of the 15th AGM held in 2008.

· Dr Phua explained the reason for the delay in holding the 16th AGM being the delay in the completion of the audited annual financial report.

· The association welcomed new members attending the AGM for the first time.

The minutes was approved as proposed by Mr Teong Eng Siong and seconded by Mr Loh Weng Kee.

2.
Chairman’s report


a) 2009 Activity Report

SCFA held a variety of activities in the last one year and three months, with good responses.

1. Events wholly or co-organised with SCFA

- SCFA co-organised the “Symposium Commemorating the 30th Anniversary of Deng Xiaoping’s Historic Visit to Singapore” with over 400 participants;

- SCFA organised a seminar “Experience with World’s Top Universities: A Comparison of Higher Education between China and other Countries”;

- SCFA co-organised “The Rise of China and its Impact” with Singapore-China Business Association;

- To celebrate the 60th Anniversary of the founding of the People’s Republic of China, SCFA co-organised an art exhibition “Passion for the Divine Land” with the Cultural Division of the China Embassy and the Singapore Arts Federation;

- Co-organised with Beijing University and Tsinghua University “Hot Topics on China” Forum. Ms Dong Xu added that more than 130 attended and participants were enthusiastic about such seminars.


2. Large scale activities

- SCFA held a Chinese New Year Dinner on February 9, 2009 at Tanglin Club. Representatives from the China Enterprises Association (Singapore), as well as officials from the China Embassy, attended the dinner. Mdm Zhang Xiaokang, the China Ambassador to Singapore, graced the dinner event.

- Xinjiang Song and Dance Ensemble performance in Singapore was held on November 16, 2009 at the Singapore Conference Hall with overwhelming response and all seats taken.

1) Mr Oh Bin Cheng added that originally, the Xinjiang Song and Dance Ensemble was arranged by Zheng He Society to perform only in Malaysia. But at the suggestion of Mr Ong Chu Meng, who was with the Zheng He Society, the ensemble agreed to perform one night in Singapore. The response and attendance exceeded expectation.

2) Mr Oh Bin Cheng said Mr Alan Chan, Vice President, fully sponsored the expenses of about S$29,000. On top of the ticket sales of about S$29,000, Mr Alan Chan would top up another S$10,000 plus to round up the total amount to RMB200,000, which would be donated to the Xinjiang minority race children's education fund. Attendees applauded Mr Alan Chan's generosity.

3) SCFA would lead a delegation to Xinjiang in April 1-7  to hand over the donation to the local government. Mr Oh Bin Cheng invited members who were interested to register. Once the itinerary is confirmed, the secretariat will inform our members.

4) Ms Koh Sok Kheng added that Dr Phua donated S$3,000 to the performance and each management committee member contributed S$200 for the purchase of tickets.

3. Training Programme

- In February 22, 2009, we arranged a 5-day training programme at Nanyang Technological University.for a delegation of entrepreneurs and directors from the China-ASEAN Association. All the participants received a certificate of participation and they were pleased with the programme.

4. Important Receptions and Visits

- In 15 to 17 July 2009, a SCFA delegation attended the 4th Conference on ASEAN-China People-to-People Friendship Organisations in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. SCFA was one of the organisers for the inaugural ASEAN-China Education Cooperation Forum held during the conference. At the 4th conference, it was confirmed that SCFA will organise the 5th Conference on ASEAN-China People-to-People Friendship Organisations in 2010 in Singapore.

- Dr Phua attended the two-day China-Singapore Forum held in Beijing last year

- Mdm Zhao Shaohua, Deputy Minister for Culture, PRC China, visited Singapore with Mr Hu Jintao in November. SCFA organised a dinner in her honour on November 11, 2009 (Wed) 6.30 pm – 8 pm at KK Phua's Residence. 

- President of China, Mr Hu Jintao, was in Singapore to attend the APEC Economies Leaders Meeting in November, 2009. Singapore Chinese Chamber of Commerce & Industry organised a welcome banquet for him and his delegation on November 12. Singapore China Friendship Association was proud to be one of the four supporting organisations.

- In September 14, 2009, SCFA, together with Singapore-China Business Association, received the Shanghai Civil Administration Bureau Community Service Delegation.

- September 15, 2009, SCFA received the NTU Mayor's Class senior cadres from Guangxi

- September 16, 2009, Counsellor Gong Chunsen, Consul General from China Embassy, had an exchange session with SCFA representatives at the World Scientific office.

- Mr Yang Xiangyou, Chairman of Beijing Expo Cultural Exchange Center, visited Singapore in October 13-17. On behalf of the China-ASEAN Association, he met up with Mr Chuang Shaw Peng and Ms Koh Sok Kheng for an exchange on the 5th Conference on ASEAN-China People-to-People Friendship Organisations.

- Two representatives from Xinjiang People's Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries, Vice President Mdm Yusup and Mr Wang Chongan, were invited to Singapore in conjunction with the Xinjiang Song & Dance Ensemble performance for a two-day visit.

- In October 29, 2009, we hosted a dinner for Mr He Guangjin, President of China International Cooperation Center. Dr Phua reminded everyone that due to the large number of such collaboration agencies in China, members should take note that we basically liaise with the Chinese People's Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries only.

- November 24, 2009, a farewell dinner for Cultural Counsellor Zhu Qi, and to welcome the new Cultural Counsellor Chen Jiang, was hosted.

- December 30, 2009, SCFA received 8 visitors from Ningxia


b) Preparations for 2010 activities

- As the 5th Conference on ASEAN-China People-to-People Friendship Organisation will be held in the year of the 20th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic ties between Singapore and China, planning of the conference will integrate this into its activities. 

- The date and venue are confirmed: July 28-30 at Resorts World Sentosa

- Minister for Foreign Affairs Mr George Yeo will be the guest-of-honour, with plans to invite another guest-of-honour, and the keynote speaker for the opening ceremony will be Prof Wang Gung Wu.

- Dr Phua briefly introduced the activities related to the conference, especially that the conference will have more actual exchanges and learning. There will be workshops that discuss meaningful topics like Aging and Human Resource and Employment (both proposed by China), Technological Collaboration and Exchange (collaboration with Singapore-China Association for Advancement of Science and Technology), Maths and Science Education (collaboration with NTU), a forum co-organised with Confucius Institute, NTU; there will also be an exhibition on education and technology, part of which will be related to green technology; in addition, there will also be an art exhibition.

- Two local universities had agreed to work with us and the China Embassy will be the honorary supporting organisation.

- Dr Phua outlined the meetings in preparation for the conference some of the management committee members and he had with China Ambassador Zhang Xiaokang, Mdm Gu Xiulian and ambassador-at-large Ong Keng Yong etc.

- SCFA will collaborate with the Hua Yuan Association on the Chinese New Immigrants Excellence Award, and will be mainly in charge of the judging and evaluation work.

End of report.

3.
Approval of Audited Financial Statementt (financial year Mar 1, 2008 to February 28, 2009)

Reported by Mr Goh Boon Kok.

Mr Goh Boon Kok brought up the following points:

· SCFA's income increased to about $17,000, mainly from annual membership fees and registration fees.

· SCFA's total assets increased from $80,000 to about $120,000.

· Total fund increased from about $65,000, but there were some outstanding payments for training programmes

· Mr Jumabhoy asked for the reason behind the increase in income, and Mr Goh Boon Kok replied that it was due to the increase in the annual membership and registration fees, and the decrease in expenditures.

· Mr Jumabhoy and Mr Rohan pointed out that the financial statement provided only had the final figures and not the detailed accounts, so members did not know how the figures were arrived at.

· Ms Koh Sok Kheng explained that all the items had been audited, so we did not copy and distribute the full set of document, but the management committee members have a copy.

· Mr Rohan pointed out that the complete document should be distributed not just to the management committee members, but also to the members, so that the members can approve the financial statement. He suggested that the full set of document be sent to all the members, and Dr Phua agreed.

The financial statement was approved, as proposed by Mr Loh Weng Kee and seconded by Mr Chua Teck Ming. The full set of document would be sent to members after the meeting.

4. Other matters

· Mr Ong Chu Meng raised the issue that he was the Honorary Treasurer from 2006-2008, but in the management committee list found on the Registry of Societies (ROS), he was still listed as the Treasurer. Other management committee members who had left were still on the list too. He felt that this was a serious matter.

· Dr Phua said that the general affairs division and the secretariat should make the amendment, but this was only a technicality and not a big problem.

· Mr Oh Bin Cheng pointed out that the list ROS has now was not the new management committee list, but the previous committee, and the amendment was not made at all. Only the President and Vice Presidents remain the same.

· Dr Phua requested the secretary to make the changes as soon as possible.

· Mr Ronald Chang asked why the amendment was delayed for so long, and if the person in charge could explain.

· Ms Chen Yihan explained that this matter had been raised at previous meetings, but there was no conclusion. Only a management committee member could make the change using his Singpass to access the ROS portal. A salaried employee could not make the change without having authority by the management committee.

· Mr Oh Bin Cheng said that he once received an email from Mr Chuang Shaw Peng that complete information from committee members had not been provided but later it was done, and at that time the secretary was Mr Chung Ting Fai. Mr Oh Bin Cheng showed a signed receipt indicating that the documents had already been handed over to the person in charge, but the name list was still not updated.

· Mr Chuang Shaw Peng said that he personally never received the documents.

· Dr Phua said the updating of management committee list needed to be done immediately. He hoped that all members could work together to overcome any differences. The important thing now is the upcoming 5th Conference, and this event needs the support of everyone.

· Mr Jumabhoy said that this event is our focus and the most important project for the association. It is a landmark big event that concerns the friendship between China and Singapore and other ASEAN countries, so we need to do it well. He reminded all that language is an issue and the working language should be English, because not all the representatives from other countries could speak Chinese.

· Mr Rohan Kamis added that not all participants understand Chinese, so he hoped that future meetings and discussions could be conducted in English, so that everyone could participate and contribute.

5.
The meeting adjourned at 6.20 pm. 
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